Dear Transplant Nurse,
I have been touched by the spirit of organ donation as a recipient and
donor family member. My Mother received a liver transplant at Duke
University Medical Center in 1994, following a diagnosis of primary biliary
cirrhosis. A longtime friend, Jim Hill, whom I had not seen in a few years,
called to inquire about Mom. Two years later, Mom enjoyed sharing the
story that her transplant not only saved her life, but provided her with a
new son- in- law, as Jim and I were married in September 1996. Jim and I
were happy that Mom's transplant made it possible for her to be present at
our ceremony!
Unfortunately, Jim was hit by a car three months after our wedding and
five days before our first Christmas. As I had been a nurse in Neurology/
Neurosurgery for many years, I understood all too well when notified that
Jim had been rendered "brain dead". I honored his wishes to be an organ
and tissue donor, allowing Jim to give the best Christmas gifts of all- life!
I have found comfort through the act of donation. My Mother just
celebrated her 14th year of receiving her transplant, as well as her 55th
wedding anniversary. She was named "Volunteer of the Year" at her local
hospital, continuing to give back from all that has been given to her. I
have met one of Jim's recipients, who has been blessed with the birth of
two children since receiving his transplant. In addition, I received donor
bone recently, which was needed to repair a fractured wrist. Thus, I know
"first hand" the importance of donation.
I appreciate so much the dedication and support I received from the
nurses in the transplant departments, who have comforted me during my
time of loss, as well as helped in my Mother's transplant and my surgery.
The contributions of these wonderful nurses mean much in helping me
continue my journey toward healing, and appreciating the gifts of life!
Thank you for sharing your special talents!
Fondly,
Jan Frye Hill, BSN, RN, CCM
Winston- Salem, NC

