Dear T mm}ylnnt Nurse,

I am writing to you As the wife of & two time heart transplant. The first
TX was in 1790, and my hushand was taken by air ambpulance from Northern
Californin to the university of Utah (which Aad a Large TX program at that
time). He was 47 years old. The heart failed after § years (not a qood match,
many rejections) and he received a second TX at UCLA in 1715, This heart is A
great match, no rejections, and our lives have been happier and healthier in
the Last ten years than we ever thought would be possible. He has lived to see
both of ousr sons qraduate college, and our eldest son has become a doctor
(pulmonary/critical care) . Both sons have married wonderful women and we
have Z grandsons (one from each son).

I would Like to thank.you for all your efforts on behalf of us and all
other transplants. It was the day in, day out suppert of nurses Like you who
made it possible for my hushand to recover and heal. From the pink sponge
"Lollipops” you Immgkt him when he was NP0 and his mouth was so dry and
parched he couldn't talk, to figuring out how to double up on the IV drips
because there were too many to fit on the pump stand and not enough ports to
put them all into, Your CAring And ingenisity /u:l;;ea( to maKe A very painful
and travmatic experience much easier.

One story from this experience will Always remain with me. When my
husband was in ICU At Sequoid Hospital in Redwood City, he wis }’7M5117 alive
and we were maKing Arranqements for the flight to Salt Lake City. Thaq
been supportive of him for many years, through his massive heart attack at
the Aqe af 24, defiﬁrilmtar imflnntntims, resection af A hu qe AneuTysm on his
left ventricle and then spiraling heart failure. I was sitting at his beside, and
told him that I would understand and could accept it if he didn't want to
endure more phin And wanted to let go and die.

And then his nurse came into the room and said,” Larry, Twant you to
imAaqine A great biq rope hanging down from the sky, and I want you to reach
out your hand And 7m]7 on to it and hang on, you cAn make it if you just hold
on'. She wasright.

Thank you for being A nurse. It takes & specinl person with a kind and
generous soul to do your work, And we truly Appreciate you.

Thank you,



